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GOOD-BYE AND GOOD LUCK
TO ALL OF OUR YEAR 6 STUDENTS

2021

PRINCIPAL’S PATTER
Hello Everyone
With another school year coming to a close, I would like to express my sincere
thanks to everyone who provided support, in whatever capacity, to the school
throughout this year. It has been another very busy year and many of our
activities undertaken would not have been as successful if we didn’t have the
co-operation and support of our parents and community members. To those
families who are leaving us, our very best wishes for the future and thank you for
your support over a number of years.

I would also like to thank our students, particularly our Year 6’s for all their
help and support throughout the year. It has been a terrific effort. As they
now go forward to commence their secondary education, we say goodbye
and good luck and our very best wishes for a successful life ahead.
Our Graduation Awards Ceremony, held last Friday morning, was a very
special occasion and I congratulate the award winners - all very well
deserved. Special thanks to our guests Mr David Michael (MLA-Member for
Balcatta), Councillors Lisa Thornton and Teresa Olow (City of Stirling) and Mrs
Helen Maitland (Principal Balcatta Senior High School) for their attendance
and presentation of awards. Also, thanks to Miss McFee, Ms Pinakis, Mrs
Murphy and the Year 6 students who helped with the Graduation Ceremony
organisation. Special thanks also to our MC’s for the morning, Elsie Kerr and
Aiden Ryder, who did a wonderful job.
I would also take the opportunity to thank the P & C and School Board for
their continued support and co-operation throughout the year – much
appreciated. Thanks also to all our parents and community member
volunteers for their support this year, particularly with assistance in classroom
activities, excursions, breakfast club and playgroup etc.
In conclusion, I would like to take the opportunity to thank all the staff for
their dedicated efforts throughout the year. They have, once again, done a
fantastic job in educating and caring for our students. Special thanks to
Robert Croft (Semester 1) and Nicole Murphy (Semester 2) for their great
support throughout the year and Julie Walker & Carol Eastgate for their
tremendous help in the office – greatly appreciated
Finally, may I wish everyone – students, parents and staff, a very Merry
Christmas and a safe and happy New Year.
Peter Gates
Principal

Three of our staff are retiring this year (from left to right): Eileen KuruckchiLead Psychologist, Larissa McCarthy-School Chaplain and Jasna PavicicEducation Assistant. They have all done an outstanding job in their respective
roles and are to be congratulated for their work in helping to improve the
educational outcomes of all our students. We wish them all the best for the
future and may they enjoy their retirement with family and loved ones.
We also have two members of staff (Kate Phillips & Madeline McFee) leaving us
this year who have both done an outstanding job in educating our students.
Our very best wishes to Kate and Madeline in their future endeavours.

AWARD WINNERS
YR 6 GRADUATION AWARD RECIPIENTS 2021
DUX

Ryan BINU

SPORTS

Sonny SHARP

CITIZENSHIP

Bonnie SIMONS

Alfred ORYEN

ENDEAVOUR

Lekzin TOBGAY

Neeshiben PATEL

BSHS

Svikriti SHARMA

L.O.T.E - ITALIAN

Vova YAKSA

SCIENCE (Woodside)

Ivan MARJANOVIC

MUSIC

Faith MUYEMBE

VISUAL ART

Abigail WALLIS

CHAPLAINS AWARD

Zayne DAVIS

Kai PERCIVAL

CLASS AWARDS 2021
PRE - PRIMARY

Ryan PATWAL

Vansh SHAH

YEAR 1

Lilly WEMYSS

Abhijot SINGH

YEAR 1 / 2 (Rm 10)

Mike DIHN

Mia FORMATA

YEAR 2

Satvik KUMAR

Sargun DHANDI

YEAR 3

Aarav VOHRA

Vival PATEL

YEAR 4

Tinika BINU

Janani RANGATHURAI

YEAR 5

Ricky MAINA

Tania MANN

Chaplain Award

William BONHAM (Yr 2)

AWARD WINNERS

WATER SLIDES FUN DAY

MERIT AWARDS

CONGRATULATIONS!!

CONGRATULATIONS!!

Kindy’s beautiful Christmas Crafts

Sustainability Stall
We have recently held a couple of
Sustainability Stalls, selling fresh
produce from our school garden and
unused paper and books. These
proved very successful with the
students showing a keen interest in
preparing and displaying prod and
gathering an insight in to what can be
achieved using eco-friendly and
minimal packaging to
display and market
simple wares.

Constable Care Excursion

On Monday 13th December the Year 2 students

enjoyed a day at the Constable Care Road Safety School. The students participated in
lots of fun, practical activities where they learnt about how to stay safe on the road as a
rider and as a pedestrian. Every child had the chance to use the safety school life-like
town and ride a bike. They had a wonderful time!

Mrs Hall (Yr 2 teacher)

KA & KB having a fabulous time at their water fun-day afternoons this week.

Water Corp Incursion

On Wednesday 1st December, Mr
Harley Johnston from the Water Corporation visited our school to teach the year 3
- 6 classes about Water in Aboriginal Culture.
We learnt that the Water Corporation have a water leak detecting dog named Kep
and her name means water in Noongar language. We learnt the Noongar name
for Australian animals such as crow - wardong, butterfly - bindi bindi and turtle boi. We also learnt that in some Aboriginal groups, you are given an animal that
becomes your totem animal that you are to protect and care for. We were allowed
to touch a kangaroo skin which felt soft on one side and leathery on the other. We
had fun and learnt a lot!
Year 4 students

Yr 6 Tie-Dyed
T Shirts

ART
ROOM

Yr 1 Clay owls
Yr 6
Totums

Yr 2 Trees

Mrs Fego
Art Specialist
Teacher

YEAR 6 ACTIVITY FUN DAY

Last Thursday, to celebrate
graduating, year 6 students
had a fantastic ‘Activity Fun
Day Excursion’. It started at
Latitude and then was
followed by Dark Light Laser
games. It was a great way to
complete students last week
of primary school.

MRS McCARTHY’S FINAL CHAPLAINS CORNER
We have had a busy term with lots of end of year events and we are all
tired, but it has been a good term and year too. Our virtue for most of this
term has been ENTHUSIASM. As we look to the holidays and Christmas with
hopefully lots of family around, I hope that you are looking forward to these
times and not overwhelmed with the challenges that this last couple of
years have brought with them. I hope that even if you cannot be with
family that you will have good friends around that are like family.
Last week we had our final Breakfast Club for this year. We celebrated the
end of the year with pancakes and all our usual breakfast food. Thank you
so much to Mrs Crow and Mrs McRae who are always in the Canteen early
to start setting up and preparing all the food. Mrs Crow has been a
wonderful help in Breakfast Club these past four or so years. Thank you and
we wish her all the best as she will not be returning next year.
I would also like to say a big THANK YOU to Mrs Wemyss, Mrs Lam, Mrs Wada,
Mrs Kwan and Mrs Patel and any others I have missed (my apologies). We
are so fortunate to have such a dedicated team of volunteers to make
Breakfast Club run so well.
As I finish my time as Chaplain at Balcatta Primary School this week, after 8
and a half years here, I remember great times of sports carnivals, discos,
harmony days, BUZ programs, Operation Christmas Child Shoebox giving
and packing plus our wonderful Shoebox days, and so many other events . It
is the wonderful people that I have met, talked with, encouraged and been
encouraged by, supported and been supported by... that I will remember
and treasure. These memories will be full of thoughts of the Staff, students,
parents and carers who make up the awesome community here at Balcatta
Primary School.
Thank you for sharing your joys, challenges, hard times, culture and good
times with me. I really appreciate every one of you. May each and every
one of you continue to work hard and have fun aiming to be a supportive
and wonderful community for our children to grow and thrive in, learning to
work together and face the future together.
Thank you and may you and your family be blessed in the future that unfolds
for you.
With best wishes,
Mrs Larissa McCarthy
School Chaplain

PRE-PRIMARY ASSEMBLY- December 3

P & C NEWS

Like us on Facebook www.facebook.com/BalcattaPSPandC

A special thank you to our amazing P&C team who go above and beyond
to help better our school.
Your dedication and enthusiasm makes a huge difference!!
We are seeking volunteers for our Breakfast Club next year, so if you can
help out or have any questions please e-mail us on:
balcattaps_pandc@hotmail.com
Facebook Don’t forget to “like and follow” us on Facebook to keep up to
date with our latest news and events.
Please keep an eye out for meeting details and how you can be involved in
2022.

We wish you and our whole school community
safe and happy school holidays.
NEWS FROM THE OFFICE & 2022 PARENT INFORMATION

2022 PERSONAL REQUIREMENTS LIST
The Personal Requirements Lists for next year were sent home with our last
newsletter (no.18). Please note order deadlines and delivery information.
Orders may be made on-line at www.campion.com.au or by visiting
their retail store in Malaga. Please note that Campion has been
chosen by the school board as our preferred supplier, but there is
no obligation to use them

OFFICE RE-OPENS
The office re-opens on Monday 24 January from 9.00 am until
3.00 pm. Administration staff will be available for new enrolments
and parent queries.

ADMINISTRATION
The current administration for 2022 is as follows:
Principal:
Mr Peter Gates
Deputy Principal:
Mr Robert Croft
Manager Corporate Services : Ms Julie Walker

SCHOOL RESUMES
School resumes on Monday January 31 for all students from Pre-Primary to
Year 6. Kindergarten has a staggered phasing in for the first two weeks.

DENTAL SERVICE
Westminster Dental Therapy Centre will be closed from
December 17, 2021 & reopening January 31, 2022.
If you have any emergencies during this time, please contact: 9325 3452 or
if eligible for the Oral Health Centre of WA please phone 9346 4400, or Mt.
Henry Dental Therapy Clinic: 9313 0555 who will also help direct you to clinics
closer to you.
A reminder to all Year 6 students going to High School. You are still eligible
for free dental treatment Service until the end of Year 11. This service is
provided from the many fixed or mobile Dental Therapy Centres located
mainly in primary schools. If you’re not already enrolled, it’s not too late to
enrol now! Please ensure we have all updated addresses & contact details.
Westminster Dental Therapy Centre: 9345 3331

SCHOOL WATCH
A reminder to all our parents and community members that should you see
or hear anything suspicious around the school after school hours, on
weekends, or during the school holidays, please phone ‘School Watch’ on
9264 4771 or the Police on 13 14 44. Your help in this matter is very much
appreciated.
UNIFORM SHOP
OPENING HOURS 2021:
Friday
28 January 2022
10.00am - 12.00pm
Monday
31 January 2022
8.30am - 9.00am
Tuesday
1 February 2022
8.30am - 9.00am
Wednesday 2 February 2022
8.30am - 9.00am
Next year, the uniform shop will be open on Wednesday afternoons 2.30 –
3.00pm. If you cannot make it Wednesday, please email us on
balcattaps_uniform@hotmail.com, to make alternate arrangements.

ºº

2022 TERM
DATES
Term 1 (return)

Monday 31 January – Friday 8 April

School Holidays Saturday 9 April - Monday 25 April
Term 2

Tuesday 26 April – Friday 1 July

School Holidays Saturday 2 July – Monday 18 July
Term 3

Tuesday 19 July – Friday 23 September

School Holidays Saturday 24 September – Monday 10 Oct
Term 4

Tuesday 11 October - Thursday 15 Dec

NB – the above school holiday dates also include our pupil free days.

MERRY CHRISTMAS and
HAPPY NEW YEAR

